
OLVER CRITICIZES HOUSE PASSAGE OF $12.6 BILLION EMERGENCY SPENDING BILL

  

 WASHINGTON “ Today, the House of Representatives approved nearly                $13 billion dollars in emergency spending when it passed H.R. 3908,                the FY2000 Emergency Supplemental Appropriations Act.  Olver                critized the bill as a pork-laden measure that doesn°t adequately                address one of its primary purposes: to combat drug trafficking.              

Olver stated that œDrug use in our country has risen to alarming                levels.  If we are going to address drug use in the United                States, we should focus on treatment and prevention in our own communities.                This bill has not $1 dollar for drug prevention programs at home.”              

Olver noted that most of the $1.7 billion aid to Colombia funds                soldier-to-soldier training and aircraft sales to the Colombian                military to avert drug trafficking.  Olver said that a Democratic                amendment to address the demand side of the problem was blocked                by Republican Leadership.  Olver also said it was important                to note that as a result of Colombia°s internal political conflict                the country is now home to the world°s largest internal refugee                crisis.              

Last month, President Clinton put forward an emergency funding                request for $5.1 billion, which included a $1.6 billion request                to fund a two-year plan to support the government in Colombia and                bolster its military efforts to fight the drug trade.  U. S.                Officials have claimed that 90 percent of the cocaine coming into                the United States is coming from Columbia.              

However, the bill that passed the House of Representatives this                afternoon barely resembles the Presidents° original request. The                bill contains $9 billion for the Department of Defense, including                $5 billion for peacekeeping in Kosova, $1.6 billion for Pentagon°s                soaring fuel costs, and $2.5 billion for military health care. The                bill also provides $2.2 billion dollars in non-controversial domestic                disaster assistance, including $600 million for low-income heating                oil assistance and $339 million for agriculture disaster programs.              

œThis is a flawed bill.  Although it funds important issues                like the NATO peacekeeping mission in Kosova, hurricane disaster                relief, and anti-drug trafficking efforts, it does nothing to address                the demand side of the drug problem or the dire human rights situation                in Colombia,” Olver said.              

Olver also criticized the measure for overriding the Republican°s                own budget by spending more before the end of the year and by dipping                further into the non-Social Security surplus.              

The bill°s fate in the Senate is unknown. Senate Majority Leader                Trent Lott has indicated that he will not bring the bill to the                floor as is. He is requesting that the funding requests go through                the normal appropriations process.             
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